
 

TO: Commission DATE: July 16, 2008 

FR: Legislation Committee W. I.: 1131 

RE: Committee Recommendations 

The Legislation Committee met on July 11 and referred two items to Commission. 

 

a. AB 2368 (Fuentes) revises eligibility requirements for the federal Food Stamps program 

and the California Work Opportunity and Responsibility to Kids (CalWORKs), which is 

the state law implementing federal welfare reform legislation enacted in 1996. Specifically, 

the bill exempts the value of one automobile from a recipient’s resource limit, thereby 

allowing more Food Stamps and CalWORKs recipients to own a personal automobile. 

 

Through our planning efforts, MTC has advocated for a broad range of public transit and 

other transportation options for CalWORKs participants and other low-income persons who 

need to access employment, job training, childcare and other basic life services. The 

availability of a reliable automobile is a significant element in this mix of options. 

 

Committee Recommendation:  Support 

 

b. AB 2558 (Feuer) would authorize MTC (and the Los Angeles County Metropolitan 

Transportation Authority) to place on the ballot for a majority vote passage two alternative 

fee options for up to 30 years: 

 

1) Up to 3 percent of the retail sales price on motor vehicle fuel. At a price of 

$4.50 per gallon, the fee would be 13.5.cents per gallon; or 

 

2) An annual per-vehicle fee not to exceed $90 for each vehicle registered in the 

Bay Area region that is to vary based on the emissions produced by the vehicle. 

 

AB 2558 requires an expenditure plan to prioritize expenditures that are most cost 

effective at reducing greenhouse gas emissions from motor vehicle use in the 

Bay Area region, and requires an equity analysis be conducted showing the costs and 

benefits of the proposed expenditure plan to each income and geographic group. 

 

Because Assemblyman Feuer was willing to include the San Francisco Bay Area in 

his AB 2558, and it was up for hearing in the Senate Committee on Transportation 

and Housing, Commission Chair Dodd and Legislation Committee Chair Rubin used 

the Commission’s urgency procedures to allow staff to communicate a position of 

“support” on AB 2558 prior to the Legislation Committee’s meeting on July 11, at 

which time the Committee approved the following recommendation:  
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Committee Recommendation:  Support and seek amendments to: (1) specifically 

allow for the eligibility of streets and roads repair, and (2) include a “return to 

source,” provision requiring, that the expenditure plan return to each county an 

equitable share of the revenues derived from that county, amounting to at least 

95 percent over a 25-year period, and at least 80 percent over a 5-year period, 

based on each county’s share of the region’s total population. 
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